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July 15, 2011 
 

The President 

The White House 

Washington, DC 20500 
 

Dear Mr. President: 
 

We, the undersigned, write to express our concerns about the impact of proposed deficit reduction 
solutions currently under your consideration.  We lead nonprofit organizations whose tens of millions 

of employees and volunteers are working to improve lives in every community across America.   
 

We are troubled that the mix of domestic discretionary spending cuts and changes to entitlement 

programs now under consideration could undermine the social safety net and cause added hardship for 

low-income families.  We urge you to avoid cuts in programs that help meet basic needs and provide 

educational and employment opportunities.  Increased poverty must not be an unintended 

consequence of reducing the deficit. 
    
We also want to voice our objection to the proposed cap on the value of the charitable deduction for 

certain taxpayers, which is projected to cost America’s charities and the people we serve as much as 

$7 billion a year.  Just since 2008 we have seen charitable giving decline by $25 billion as Americans 
struggle to navigate a difficult economy.  Federal and state budget cuts have further overburdened and 

diminished the capacity of nonprofits and disproportionately affected those least able to help 

themselves.  It is simply untenable to ask that they also endure the inevitable reductions in nonprofit 

programs and services that will be driven by a cap on the charitable deduction.    
 

We understand the desire to make the tax code more equitable, but this proposal does not further 

that goal.  Unlike other deductions, which subsidize personal spending that benefits the individual 

taxpayer, the charitable deduction actually encourages taxpayers to forego income in order to benefit 

our communities. The tax deduction for charitable giving is not a path to amassing greater personal 

wealth or accumulating tangible personal assets.   
 

Not only is the charitable deduction fair, it is an efficient way for the government to spur investment in 
communities. When an individual in the highest tax bracket donates $1,000 to charity, the government 

foregoes $350 in tax revenue, but communities benefit from the entire $1,000 gift. The government is 

unlikely to find another vehicle that can leverage private spending for community services on a nearly  

3-to-1 ratio.  
 

As you work toward reducing the annual budget deficit, we urge you to protect programs that assist 

people with low incomes and preserve the charitable deduction’s powerful incentive for giving. Taken 

together, these steps will help ensure that basic human needs are being met in communities across our 

United States of America. 
 

Thank you for your leadership and your consideration of these vital issues. 
 

Respectfully,  
 

 
 

Diana Aviv 

President and CEO 

Independent Sector 
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Eileen Coogan Boyle 
President and CEO 
Allegany Franciscan MinistriesAllegany Franciscan MinistriesAllegany Franciscan MinistriesAllegany Franciscan Ministries    
    
Melany Brown 

President 
Alliance of NonprofitsAlliance of NonprofitsAlliance of NonprofitsAlliance of Nonprofits    
    
John W. Walsh 
President 
AlphaAlphaAlphaAlpha----1 Foundation1 Foundation1 Foundation1 Foundation    
    

Jane Gilbert 
President and CEO 
The ALS AssociationThe ALS AssociationThe ALS AssociationThe ALS Association    
    
Ford W. Bell 
President 
American Association of American Association of American Association of American Association of 

MuseumsMuseumsMuseumsMuseums    
    
Virginia T. Ladd 
President 
American Autoimmune Related American Autoimmune Related American Autoimmune Related American Autoimmune Related 
Diseases AssociationDiseases AssociationDiseases AssociationDiseases Association    
    

John R. Seffrin 
Chief Executive Officer 
American Cancer SocietyAmerican Cancer SocietyAmerican Cancer SocietyAmerican Cancer Society    
    
Joseph J. Annotti 
President and CEO 
American Fraternal AllianceAmerican Fraternal AllianceAmerican Fraternal AllianceAmerican Fraternal Alliance    
    

Nancy Brown 
Chief Executive Officer 
American Heart AssociationAmerican Heart AssociationAmerican Heart AssociationAmerican Heart Association    
    
Rick Williams 
President 
American Indian College FundAmerican Indian College FundAmerican Indian College FundAmerican Indian College Fund    

    
Joanne Hubbard Cossa 
President and CEO 
American Music CenterAmerican Music CenterAmerican Music CenterAmerican Music Center    
    
Jon R. McTaggart 
President and CEO 

American Public MediaAmerican Public MediaAmerican Public MediaAmerican Public Media    
    

Gail McGovern 
President and CEO 
American Red CrossAmerican Red CrossAmerican Red CrossAmerican Red Cross    
    
Robert L. Lynch 

President and CEO 
Americans for the ArtsAmericans for the ArtsAmericans for the ArtsAmericans for the Arts    
    
Marguerite W. Kondracke 
President and CEO 
America's Promise AllianceAmerica's Promise AllianceAmerica's Promise AllianceAmerica's Promise Alliance    
    

John H. Klippel 
President and CEO 
Arthritis FoundationArthritis FoundationArthritis FoundationArthritis Foundation    
    
John H. Graham IV 
President and CEO 
ASAE: The Center for ASAE: The Center for ASAE: The Center for ASAE: The Center for 

Association LeadershipAssociation LeadershipAssociation LeadershipAssociation Leadership    
    
William C. McGinly 
President and CEO 
Association for Healthcare Association for Healthcare Association for Healthcare Association for Healthcare 
PhilanthropyPhilanthropyPhilanthropyPhilanthropy    
    

Christine Anagnos 
Executive Director 
Association of Art Museum Association of Art Museum Association of Art Museum Association of Art Museum 
DirectorsDirectorsDirectorsDirectors    
    
Jim Copenhaver 
Interim President and CEO 
Association of PerAssociation of PerAssociation of PerAssociation of Performing Arts forming Arts forming Arts forming Arts 

PresentersPresentersPresentersPresenters    
    
Art Taylor  
President and CEO  
BBB Wise Giving AllianceBBB Wise Giving AllianceBBB Wise Giving AllianceBBB Wise Giving Alliance    
    
Karen Mathis 

President and CEO 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Big Brothers Big Sisters of Big Brothers Big Sisters of Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
AmericaAmericaAmericaAmerica    
    
Linda C. Crompton 
President and CEO 
BoardSourceBoardSourceBoardSourceBoardSource    

    

Kenneth M. Larsen 
Public Policy Director 
California AssocCalifornia AssocCalifornia AssocCalifornia Association of iation of iation of iation of 
NonprofitsNonprofitsNonprofitsNonprofits    
    

Cathy Tisdale 
President and CEO 
Camp Fire USACamp Fire USACamp Fire USACamp Fire USA    
    
Daniella Levine 
Founder, President and CEO 
Catalyst MiamiCatalyst MiamiCatalyst MiamiCatalyst Miami    

    
Rev. Larry Snyder 
President 
Catholic Charities USACatholic Charities USACatholic Charities USACatholic Charities USA    
    
Glen O'Gilvie 
Chief Executive Officer 

Center for Nonprofit Center for Nonprofit Center for Nonprofit Center for Nonprofit 
AdvancementAdvancementAdvancementAdvancement    
    
Dave Somers 
Executive Director 
Center for Nonprofit ExcellenceCenter for Nonprofit ExcellenceCenter for Nonprofit ExcellenceCenter for Nonprofit Excellence    
    

Linda M. Czipo 
Executive Director 
Center for NonCenter for NonCenter for NonCenter for Non----Profits (NJ)Profits (NJ)Profits (NJ)Profits (NJ)    
    
Ken Berger 
President and CEO 
Charity NavigatorCharity NavigatorCharity NavigatorCharity Navigator    
    

Ann Meier Baker 
President and CEO 
Chorus AmericaChorus AmericaChorus AmericaChorus America    
    
Marc Freedman 
Founder and CEO 
CivicCivicCivicCivic Ventures Ventures Ventures Ventures    

    
Douglas Evans 
President 
Classical South FloridaClassical South FloridaClassical South FloridaClassical South Florida    
    
Renny Fagan 
President and CEO 

Colorado Nonprofit AssociationColorado Nonprofit AssociationColorado Nonprofit AssociationColorado Nonprofit Association    
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Doug Kridler 
President and CEO 
The Columbus FoundationThe Columbus FoundationThe Columbus FoundationThe Columbus Foundation    
    

Bruce Trachtenberg 
Executive Director 
The Communications Network, The Communications Network, The Communications Network, The Communications Network, 
Inc.Inc.Inc.Inc.    
    
Paul Vandeventer 
President and CEO 

Community PartnersCommunity PartnersCommunity PartnersCommunity Partners    
    
Ron Cretaro 
Executive Director 
Connecticut Association of Connecticut Association of Connecticut Association of Connecticut Association of 
NonprofitsNonprofitsNonprofitsNonprofits    
    

Robert S. Collier 
President and CEO 
Council of Michigan FoundationsCouncil of Michigan FoundationsCouncil of Michigan FoundationsCouncil of Michigan Foundations    
    
Steve Gunderson 
President and CEO 
Council on FoundationsCouncil on FoundationsCouncil on FoundationsCouncil on Foundations    
    

Lynn D. W. Luckow 
President and CEO 
Craigslist FoundationCraigslist FoundationCraigslist FoundationCraigslist Foundation    
    
Robert J. Beall 
President and CEO 
Cystic Fibrosis FoundationCystic Fibrosis FoundationCystic Fibrosis FoundationCystic Fibrosis Foundation    

    
Amy Fitterer 
Executive Director 
Dance/USADance/USADance/USADance/USA    
    
Senny Boone 
Senior Vice President, Corporate 

and Social Responsibility 
DMA Nonprofit FederationDMA Nonprofit FederationDMA Nonprofit FederationDMA Nonprofit Federation    
    
Valerie S. Lies 
President and CEO 
Donors ForumDonors ForumDonors ForumDonors Forum    
    

James E. Williams 
President and CEO 
Easter SealsEaster SealsEaster SealsEaster Seals    
    

Vicki B. Escarra 
President and CEO 
Feeding AmericaFeeding AmericaFeeding AmericaFeeding America    
    

Adam Huttler 
Founder and Executive Director 
Fractured AtlasFractured AtlasFractured AtlasFractured Atlas    
    
Kathy Cloninger 
Chief Executive Officer 
Girl ScoutGirl ScoutGirl ScoutGirl Scouts of the USAs of the USAs of the USAs of the USA    

    
Robert G. Ottenhoff 
President and CEO 
GuideStar USA, Inc.GuideStar USA, Inc.GuideStar USA, Inc.GuideStar USA, Inc.    
    
Jonathan Reckford 
President and CEO 

Habitat for Humanity Habitat for Humanity Habitat for Humanity Habitat for Humanity 
InternationalInternationalInternationalInternational    
    
Kelvin H. Taketa 
President and CEO 
Hawai'i Community FoundationHawai'i Community FoundationHawai'i Community FoundationHawai'i Community Foundation    
    
Diana Aviv 

President and CEO 
Independent SectoIndependent SectoIndependent SectoIndependent Sectorrrr    
    
Douglas Rutzen 
President and CEO 
International Center for NotInternational Center for NotInternational Center for NotInternational Center for Not----forforforfor----
Profit LawProfit LawProfit LawProfit Law    

    
Shirley McGreal 
Founder and Chairwomen 
International Primate Protection International Primate Protection International Primate Protection International Primate Protection 
LeagueLeagueLeagueLeague    
    
Willard L. Boyd 

Founder and Chair 
Iowa Nonprofit Resource CenterIowa Nonprofit Resource CenterIowa Nonprofit Resource CenterIowa Nonprofit Resource Center    
    
Jay Spector 
President and CEO 
JEVS Human ServicesJEVS Human ServicesJEVS Human ServicesJEVS Human Services    
    

Jerry Silverman 
President and CEO 
Jewish Federations of North Jewish Federations of North Jewish Federations of North Jewish Federations of North 
AmericaAmericaAmericaAmerica    

    
Ralph B. Everett 
President and CEO 
Joint Center for Political and Joint Center for Political and Joint Center for Political and Joint Center for Political and 
Economic StudiesEconomic StudiesEconomic StudiesEconomic Studies    
    
Darell Hammond 

Co-Founder and CEO 
KaBOOM! Inc.KaBOOM! Inc.KaBOOM! Inc.KaBOOM! Inc.    
    
Bill Bro 
Chief Executive Officer 
Kidney Cancer AssociationKidney Cancer AssociationKidney Cancer AssociationKidney Cancer Association    
    

Rand Wentworth 
President 
Land Trust AllianceLand Trust AllianceLand Trust AllianceLand Trust Alliance    
    
Jesse Rosen 
President and CEO 
League of American OrchestrasLeague of American OrchestrasLeague of American OrchestrasLeague of American Orchestras    
    

Sandra C. Raymond 
President and CEO 
Lupus Foundation of America, Lupus Foundation of America, Lupus Foundation of America, Lupus Foundation of America, 
Inc.Inc.Inc.Inc.    
    
Darryl A. Jones, Sr. 
President and CEO 

Maryland NMaryland NMaryland NMaryland Nonprofitsonprofitsonprofitsonprofits    
    
Kathleen Wiedemer 
Executive Director 
Mesothelioma Applied Research Mesothelioma Applied Research Mesothelioma Applied Research Mesothelioma Applied Research 
FoundationFoundationFoundationFoundation    
    

Renee Miller Zientek 
Executive Director 
Michigan Campus CompactMichigan Campus CompactMichigan Campus CompactMichigan Campus Compact    
    
Kyle Caldwell 
President and CEO 
Michigan Nonprofit AssociationMichigan Nonprofit AssociationMichigan Nonprofit AssociationMichigan Nonprofit Association    
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Jon Pratt 
Executive Director 
MinnesotMinnesotMinnesotMinnesota Council of Nonprofitsa Council of Nonprofitsa Council of Nonprofitsa Council of Nonprofits    
    

Tim Roesler 
Senior Vice President and 
General Manager 
Minnesota Public RadioMinnesota Public RadioMinnesota Public RadioMinnesota Public Radio    
    
J.D. Hoye 
President 

National Academy FoundationNational Academy FoundationNational Academy FoundationNational Academy Foundation    
    
Christine Takada 
President and CEO 
National Asian Pacific Center on National Asian Pacific Center on National Asian Pacific Center on National Asian Pacific Center on 
AgingAgingAgingAging    
    

Linda Juszczak 
Executive Director 
National Assembly on SchoolNational Assembly on SchoolNational Assembly on SchoolNational Assembly on School----
Based Health CareBased Health CareBased Health CareBased Health Care    
    
Benjamin Todd Jealous 
President and CEO 
National Association for the National Association for the National Association for the National Association for the 

Advancement of Colored People Advancement of Colored People Advancement of Colored People Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP)(NAACP)(NAACP)(NAACP)    
    
Maria Lopez De Leon 
Executive Director 
National Association of Latino National Association of Latino National Association of Latino National Association of Latino 
Arts and CultureArts and CultureArts and CultureArts and Culture    

    
Sister Georgette Lehmuth 
President and CEO 
National Catholic Development National Catholic Development National Catholic Development National Catholic Development 
Conference, Inc.Conference, Inc.Conference, Inc.Conference, Inc.    
    
Rev. Dr. Michael Kinnamon 

General Secretary 
National Council of Churches National Council of Churches National Council of Churches National Council of Churches 
USAUSAUSAUSA    
    
Janet Murguía 
President and CEO 
National Council of La Raza National Council of La Raza National Council of La Raza National Council of La Raza 

(NCLR)(NCLR)(NCLR)(NCLR)    
    

Tim Delaney 
President and CEO 
National Council of NonprofitsNational Council of NonprofitsNational Council of NonprofitsNational Council of Nonprofits    
    

James P. Firman 
President and CEO 
National Council on AgingNational Council on AgingNational Council on AgingNational Council on Aging    
    
Myrl Weinberg 
President 
National Health CouncilNational Health CouncilNational Health CouncilNational Health Council    

    
Irv Katz 
President and CEO 
National Human Services National Human Services National Human Services National Human Services 
AssemblyAssemblyAssemblyAssembly    
    
Joyce Nelson 

President and CEO 
National Multiple SNational Multiple SNational Multiple SNational Multiple Sclerosis clerosis clerosis clerosis 
SocietySocietySocietySociety    
    
MK Wegmann 
President and CEO 
National Performance NetworkNational Performance NetworkNational Performance NetworkNational Performance Network    
    

Randy Beranek 
President and CEO 
National Psoriasis FoundationNational Psoriasis FoundationNational Psoriasis FoundationNational Psoriasis Foundation    
    
Paula Gavin 
President 
National Urban FellowsNational Urban FellowsNational Urban FellowsNational Urban Fellows    

    
Mark Tercek 
President and CEO 
The Nature ConservancyThe Nature ConservancyThe Nature ConservancyThe Nature Conservancy    
    
Bill Strathmann 
Chief Executive Officer 

Network for GoodNetwork for GoodNetwork for GoodNetwork for Good    
    
Diana Mao 
President and Co-founder 
Nomi NetworkNomi NetworkNomi NetworkNomi Network    
    
Michael Cruz 

President 
Nonprofit Leadership AllianceNonprofit Leadership AllianceNonprofit Leadership AllianceNonprofit Leadership Alliance    
    

Jeanne Kojis 
Executive Director 
Nonprofit Network SW Nonprofit Network SW Nonprofit Network SW Nonprofit Network SW 
WashingtonWashingtonWashingtonWashington    

    
Hope Gleicher 
Acting Executive Director 
NonproNonproNonproNonprofit Roundtable of Greater fit Roundtable of Greater fit Roundtable of Greater fit Roundtable of Greater 
WashingtonWashingtonWashingtonWashington    
    
Jane C. Kendall 

President 
North Carolina Center for North Carolina Center for North Carolina Center for North Carolina Center for 
NonprofitsNonprofitsNonprofitsNonprofits    
    
Vikki N. Spruill 
President and CEO 
Ocean ConservancyOcean ConservancyOcean ConservancyOcean Conservancy    

    
Jennifer L. Campbell Williams 
Executive Director 
Ohio Association of Nonprofit Ohio Association of Nonprofit Ohio Association of Nonprofit Ohio Association of Nonprofit 
OrganizationsOrganizationsOrganizationsOrganizations    
    
Elizabeth M. Darling 
President and CEO 

OneStar FoundationOneStar FoundationOneStar FoundationOneStar Foundation    
    
Marc A. Scorca 
President and CEO 
OPERA AmericaOPERA AmericaOPERA AmericaOPERA America    
    
Joseph M. Geiger 

Executive Director 
Pennsylvania Association of Pennsylvania Association of Pennsylvania Association of Pennsylvania Association of 
Nonprofit OrganizationsNonprofit OrganizationsNonprofit OrganizationsNonprofit Organizations    
    
Roche Schulfer 
Board Chair 
Performing Arts AlliancePerforming Arts AlliancePerforming Arts AlliancePerforming Arts Alliance    

    
Michelle Nunn 
Chief Executive Officer 
Points of Light InstitutePoints of Light InstitutePoints of Light InstitutePoints of Light Institute    
    
Gregory L. Brown 
Executive Director 

PolicyBridge, Inc.PolicyBridge, Inc.PolicyBridge, Inc.PolicyBridge, Inc.    
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Hugh Parry 
President and CEO 
Prevent Blindness AmericaPrevent Blindness AmericaPrevent Blindness AmericaPrevent Blindness America    
    

Paul Schmitz 
President and CEO 
Public Allies, Inc.Public Allies, Inc.Public Allies, Inc.Public Allies, Inc.    
    
Wendy Puriefoy 
President 
Public EducatioPublic EducatioPublic EducatioPublic Education Networkn Networkn Networkn Network    

    
Gary A. Officer 
President and CEO 
Rebuilding TogetherRebuilding TogetherRebuilding TogetherRebuilding Together    
    
William A. Roberts 
National Commander 

The Salvation ArmyThe Salvation ArmyThe Salvation ArmyThe Salvation Army    
    
Mark J. Dobosz 
President 
The SCORE FoundationThe SCORE FoundationThe SCORE FoundationThe SCORE Foundation    
    
Zach Maurin 
Executive Director 

ServeNext.orgServeNext.orgServeNext.orgServeNext.org    
    
Peter Martin 
Executive Director 
The SieThe SieThe SieThe Sierra Club Foundationrra Club Foundationrra Club Foundationrra Club Foundation    
    

Steven Taylor 
Chief Executive Officer 
Sjogren's Syndrome FoundationSjogren's Syndrome FoundationSjogren's Syndrome FoundationSjogren's Syndrome Foundation    
    

Madeleine McGee 
President 
South Carolina Association of South Carolina Association of South Carolina Association of South Carolina Association of 
Nonprofit OrganizationsNonprofit OrganizationsNonprofit OrganizationsNonprofit Organizations    
    
Bill Davis 
President and CEO 

Southern California Public RadioSouthern California Public RadioSouthern California Public RadioSouthern California Public Radio    
    
Peggy Conlon 
President and CEO 
The Advertising CouncilThe Advertising CouncilThe Advertising CouncilThe Advertising Council    
    
Teresa Eyring 

Executive Director 
Theatre Communications GroupTheatre Communications GroupTheatre Communications GroupTheatre Communications Group    
    
Melissa L. Bradley 
Chief Executive Officer 
TidesTidesTidesTides    
    
Ann Schodde 

President and CEO 
U.S. Center for Citizen U.S. Center for Citizen U.S. Center for Citizen U.S. Center for Citizen 
DiplomacyDiplomacyDiplomacyDiplomacy    
    
Jan H. Ridgely 
Executive Director 
United ChaUnited ChaUnited ChaUnited Charitable Programsritable Programsritable Programsritable Programs    

    

Brian A. Gallagher 
President and CEO 
United Way WorldwideUnited Way WorldwideUnited Way WorldwideUnited Way Worldwide    
    

Stephen Bennett 
President and CEO 
United Cerebral PalsyUnited Cerebral PalsyUnited Cerebral PalsyUnited Cerebral Palsy    
    
Roxann Mayros 
Chief Executive Officer 
VisionServe AllianceVisionServe AllianceVisionServe AllianceVisionServe Alliance    

    
Diana Algra-Rodriguez 
Executive Director 
Volunteer Centers of Volunteer Centers of Volunteer Centers of Volunteer Centers of MichiganMichiganMichiganMichigan    
    
Greg Baldwin 
President 

VolunteerMatchVolunteerMatchVolunteerMatchVolunteerMatch    
    
Michael King 
President and CEO 
Volunteers of AmericaVolunteers of AmericaVolunteers of AmericaVolunteers of America    
    
Neil J. Nicoll 
President and CEO 

YMCA of the USAYMCA of the USAYMCA of the USAYMCA of the USA    
    
Trish Tchume 
Chair 
Young Nonprofit Professionals Young Nonprofit Professionals Young Nonprofit Professionals Young Nonprofit Professionals 
Network, NationalNetwork, NationalNetwork, NationalNetwork, National    

   
 

 

 

 
 

 


