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The Parkinson’s Foundation Learning Institute was established in 2008 and has trained
over 400 volunteers in research and patient engagement (research advocacy). We have

created a national network of research advocates around the U.S. that are actively
changing the face of Parkinson’s disease research.

Conclusions: Looking Ahead

 Engagement of the Black Parkinson's community as Research
Advocates is important to advancing health equity.

« Continued education and skill-building on research and patient
engagement is needed as research advocates form
partnerships with researchers and scientists developing
treatments.

 The Parkinson’s Foundation Learning Institute is a model to

* Guided by best practices in diversity, equity and inclusion (DEI) and
patient engagement 34, the Parkinson’s Foundation built a coalition in
2020 led by Black and African American people with Parkinson’s and
their care partners.
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The first goal of the coalition was to redesign and execute the
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